[Research on multiple sclerosis and tissue banks].
Tissue banks are of major importance in research on human tissues, in particular as regards the furthering of our knowledge on multiple sclerosis (MS). Individuals who wish to make a 'donation of their brain' for autopsy, or pathologists in possession of biopsy specimens that have not been utilized for diagnosis provide the necessary material for investigation by research teams. In addition to their technical aspects, brain tissue banks provide information and aid in promoting research. Their functioning, usually supported by patient associations, has encountered certain difficulties. At present, it is challenged by a decrease in the number of autopsies.